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What is 
Neighbourhood?

We’d like to introduce you to Neighbourhood. 
Our proposed development turns a disused car 
showroom into a new community. It promises  
to create a new gateway into the Jewellery 
Quarter – via a mix of mid-rise apartment 
buildings, a new public garden with plenty of 
plants and greenery, a winter garden, and new 
cafés, coffee shops and restaurants.

This is just the start. To help us develop our 
plans, we’d like to hear your views. Learn more 
about what we’re proposing, speak to members  
of the project team and, most importantly, make 
sure you have your say.

Our plans 
Our plans focus on redeveloping the former  
car dealership that sits on either side of Camden 
Street. Our development will house 417 
apartments, and include facilities for residents 
such as a gym, co-working lounges and roof 
terraces. At its heart will be a new public garden, 
carefully designed to contain a mix of hard and 
soft landscaping and planting. Around it will be 
commercial units (housing, coffee shops, and 
restaurants) that will help turn Neighbourhood 
into a vibrant, active, public space. Somewhere 
not just to live, but to meet, eat, and hang out. 
And, because the buildings we’ll be redeveloping 
are empty, we think our plans present an 
opportunity to transform this part of the 
Jewellery Quarter for the better.

The context
The site is divided into two parts, and occupies a 
prominent location around the junctions of Sand 
Pits, Newhall Hill and Camden Street. The image 
shows, with a red line, the extent of the site that 
we hope to develop. 

The site itself is at the southern edge of the 
Jewellery Quarter. This is an evolving area, 
steeped in industrial history. And, while the 
jewellery-making character of the area as a whole 
remains, it is also supplemented with residential 
apartments, and independent shops, restaurants 
and bars. 

Neighbourhood sits at the transition between  
the Jewellery Quarter and Birmingham city 
centre. It’s an ideal location from which to enjoy 
all that the Jewellery Quarter has to offer, as well 
as the transport connections, cultural venues, 
shops, bars, restaurants and workspaces of the 
city centre. 

Project Team 
Neighbourhood is a project by HBD. We’re being 
supported by a first-class consultant team who 
are helping to shape and deliver our proposals.
Some of our project team are here today, and 
would be delighted to answer your questions,  
or talk to you more about our proposals. 

BPN Architects  
An award-winning practice  
based in the Jewellery Quarter

re-form Landscape Architecture  
Award-winning, focused on 
creating sustainable places

Asset Heritage Consulting  
Heritage

Cundall  
Air Quality and Sustainability

FPCR  
Ecology

Arcadis  
Project Management  
& Cost Consultancy 

Avison Young  
Town Planning Consultancy

Ramboll  
Civil and Structural Engineering

Anderson Green  
Energy and Mechanical  
& Engineering

Hann Tucker Associates  
Acoustics

Systra  
Transport

Jewellery Quarter location plan.

The site



Who are HBD?
HBD is one of the most progressive property 
companies currently working in the UK.  
We’re designing the buildings of the future  
and breathing new life into those of the past.  
The sectors we work in are diverse, but all of  
our projects share one goal – to create places  
with purpose.

With seven regional offices, HBD is part of the 
130-year-old London Stock Exchange-listed Henry 
Boot Group of Companies, and have a commercial/
residential development pipeline of over £1 billion.

When we get involved in something, we’re in 
it for the long haul. Whatever the challenges, 
however tricky the brief. That’s because we want 
every project to create the positive impact it has 
the potential to. We go beyond what’s expected to 
fulfil that potential, making the right decisions 
(not just the easy ones).

Above all else, we do things our way – with 
integrity, care and commitment. We’ve won 
ourselves a reputation for it over the years,  
and we’re proud to live up to it today.

Right now, we’re planning some of the most exciting 
urban regeneration projects in the UK; spaces 
designed to bring people together, with wellbeing 
and balance embedded into every building’s ethos.

From office spaces and logistics through to 
residential innovation, no two developments  
are the same. And no matter how big or small  
the scale, we bring our expertise and integrity  
to each challenge.

We don’t just want to complete a project.  
We want to form the foundations for 
communities to flourish.

Here’s a taster of some of our projects.

Kampus, Manchester
An award-winning development of over 500 apartments to rent in an eclectic 
mix of buildings, together with independent eateries, drinking holes and 
shops, all centred around lush gardens. This is not just a development, but a 
new city neighbourhood.

SETL, Birmingham
HBD’s first development in Birmingham City Centre brings high quality 
design-led residential living and active ground floor uses to an area with 
a strong commercial history. We’ve reflected the unique character of the 
Jewellery Quarter in this ambitious development, with 102 apartments and 
on-site amenities designed with the residents’ living experience firmly in 
mind. Currently under development and due to complete in September 2023.

The Chocolate Works, York
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect listed buildings from 
deterioration, and preserve a cherished part of York’s past. We worked 
carefully with key stakeholders and specialist consultants to create a 
masterplan for the site which showcases its character.

Phoenix 10, Walsall
A significant regeneration opportunity for the West Midlands,
we will redevelop the site of the former IMI / James Bridge Copper Works 
at Junction 10 of the M6 and create a modern, high quality industrial and 
business park. Our development will create 1,100 new jobs for the area.



What’s so special  
about the location

The jewellery trade, its makers, shops and 
workshops, are still at the heart of the Jewellery 
Quarter, while the wider area has evolved, now 
home to a mix of apartments, contemporary 
townhouses, and independent bars, restaurants, 
retailers and coffee shops.

The Jewellery Quarter is known for its historic 
architecture, much of which has been preserved. 
The combination of Victorian buildings and urban 
village-feel, set around the jewellery-making 
industries at its heart, make this place uniquely 
important to Birmingham. It’s no surprise that 
it’s a designated Conservation Area. And we know 
its community will want to understand how 
our proposals continue the Jewellery Quarter’s 
evolution, while respecting its heritage.

Key existing retail and leisure areas in the Jewellery Quarter – 
there is a gap in provision around the site.

Images indicating the history of the site and characteristics  
of the Jewellery Quarter.



The site
1. Historic use
The land on which our proposed development 
would stand has an exceptional place in the history 
of the Jewellery Quarter. It was once the location 
of the workshops of the family-run business, John 
Hardman & Co. – which produced world-renowned 
stained glass and ornamental metalwork in the 
19th and 20th centuries. Its main workshop, on 
Newhall Street, remained in use until 1970, when 
it was destroyed by a devastating fire.

Its most recent use, however, was as a car 
dealership, which closed in 2019. The existing 
buildings will be demolished if we receive 
planning permission for our development.

2. The existing site
The current buildings are typical of those 
associated with car dealerships: large footprints, 
big windows, and simple workshops finished
in brickwork with cladded roofs. The buildings 
are surrounded by hardstanding, on which cars 
were parked for sale. The buildings have no 
architectural merit, and they’re not in keeping 
with the character of the Jewellery Quarter.

3. Topography
Both parts of the site lie at the foot of a hill, with 
Camden Street and Newhall Hill rising away. 
As a result, some parts aren’t flat, and we have 
considered how the new development can take 
account of the changes in ground level.

4. Listed buildings
As part of the Jewellery Quarter Conservation 
Area, there are several Listed Buildings close by. 
The nearest is the Grade II-listed building at 3 
Summerhill Terrace, currently occupied by Bright 
Minds nursery. Beyond that is the Grade II-listed 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral. To the north are the 
Grade II-listed 16-17 Newhall Hill and 1-7 Sloane 
Street, while the Grade II-listed New Hall Works 
lies to the east, on George Street. Our proposals 
have been carefully designed to respect all of 
these listed buildings, their setting and their 
special character.
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The vision
The home you want, in the place you love, with 
the community you need. A new Neighbourhood. 
Beautifully designed 1-and 2-bedroom 
apartments in the Jewellery Quarter with new 
green spaces and a winter garden, food and drink, 
gym and roof terraces. All just minutes from  
New Street. A place that welcomes everyone – 
and a community that benefits the whole of  
the Jewellery Quarter.

Our proposals support this vision with a place 
that includes:

◆  New public and private spaces of the highest 
design quality, with carefully landscaped 
communal areas.

◆  A car-free approach, thanks to excellent public 
transport connections.

◆  Valuable space for the wider community, 
including pedestrian routes through the site, 
and a vibrant public garden surrounded by cafés 
and restaurants.

◆  High quality apartments available to rent,  
with residents’ facilities that include a  
cinema and gym.

Our vision for the design of buildings, public spaces and soft landscaping.



Neighbourhood 
layout

Our proposals arrange buildings around the 
development in three main ways:

1.   The new buildings create a prominent  
frontage onto Sand Pits.

2.   They restore a tight urban grain and  
density to the site that’s typical of the 
Jewellery Quarter (which isn’t achieved  
by the existing buildings).

3.   They reinstate buildings to the back of 
footpath, which also reflects buildings within 
the Conservation Area.

Our design respects the various listed buildings 
close by through appropriate scale, placement 
and separation distances. We’ve also considered 
the amenity of existing residents living next  
to the site, as well as those who will live in the 
two new residential developments currently 
under construction.

Sight lines
Our development will have a relationship not 
just with the streets and buildings closeby, but 
to those further away. So, we’ve thought about 
how Neighbourhood will be seen in longer-
distance views. Our proposals arrange the 
buildings so that the main entrance faces on to 
the roundabout junction of Sand Pits, Parade 
and Newhall Hill, where it can be seen from the 
east. This will help our development feel like a 
landmark, drawing people towards it.

We also wanted to connect the development to 
Newhall Hill and Camden Street. To the right 
of Camden Street, our proposals include a new 
public garden, while separate private gardens 
are proposed on both sides of the site. Our team 
has taken care to ensure that the layout of the 
buildings will provide natural surveillance and 
security around both public and private spaces.

The layout of the development

Amenity Commercial Cycle Storage Entrances Refuse Storage



Neighbourhood: More 
than just a place to live

We want to make Neighbourhood a community 
that’s a great place to live. For our residents, the 
apartments will be complemented by a mix of 
other amenities: private outdoor roof terraces 
and communal gardens, resident lounge and 
work from home areas, on site concierge, private 
security, parcel storage and a fully equipped gym 
that includes a studio for personal training or 
group classes.

Neighbourhood is a place that we want everybody 
to be welcome and visit. The ground floor is at 
the heart of this vision. We are providing a new 
public garden for the Jewellery Quarter that will 
be really accessible and welcoming. Around the 
new garden we will get some of the best local 
independent food and drink operators to create  
a new place that everyone can visit, enjoy and 
hang out in.

What’s more, our outdoor public spaces will 
play host to curated events across the year 
that celebrate and promote Birmingham’s 
independents, creators and artists. Attracting 
new bars and restaurants, hosting events in 
our public garden, or just being a great place for 
people to hang out and chill will, we think, make 
Neighbourhood a really good addition to the 
Jewellery Quarter.



What will the 
landscape look like?

At the heart of Neighbourhood is new public 
garden. This vibrant space, a destination in its 
own right, will be enjoyed by residents, visitors, 
or just those passing through.

Neighbourhood is somewhere we want everyone  
to feel welcome. The public garden will be 
something rarely seen in the Jewellery Quarter. 
Green, softened by planting and landscaping, it is 
core to our desire to create a welcoming, attractive 
place that’s good not just for residents, but for 
everyone. Together with the private gardens, it will 
enhance sustainability by removing particulates 
from the air, better absorbing rainfall, and 
supporting local biodiversity.

Public realm
The public garden’s various areas of seating, set 
amongst the greenery, will encourage those who 
pass through to stop and enjoy the space. The 
garden is enclosed by commercial spaces that will 
house independent coffee shops and restaurants, 
which in turn will create a dynamic street life. 
But we don’t want to stop there. Our new public 
garden will be actively programmed year-round, 
and play host to markets, events, craft fairs and 
dining clubs for all to enjoy.

Private spaces and gardens
Separate, secure, private spaces for residents, 
on both sides of Camden Street, will give those 
who live here space to mix, socialise, relax and 
enjoy the outdoors in a city centre setting. They’ll 
include both tranquil gardens and larger, more 
open areas suited to socialising. One of the private 
gardens will also contain space that could be used 
to host events for residents. A series of private 
roof terraces, available to residents, will encourage 
informal socialising and community-building.

Winter garden
The front of the site features a striking, double- 
height winter garden. This semi-enclosed space 
brings the outdoors in, and will be a great space 
for people to work or just hang out. It also acts 
as a shop front to both Neighbourhood and the 
wider Jewellery Quarter. 

Other landscaped spaces
New tree and shrub planting facing Sand Pits will 
give our development a greener character at its 
edge, in turn helping to make it a recognisable  
as a gateway location. This planting will continue 
along Camden Street, with the introduction of a  
network of ‘rain gardens’ that will capture surface 
water. Our approach to landscaping also means 
we will contribute to the City Council’s objective 
to make Birmingham a ‘liveable’, green city.

A look at the public and private garden spaces that we propose.



A scale to  
fit the location

Our approach to designing Neighbourhood has 
been to start with the site, its location, and what’s  
around it. The site itself occupies an important 
position on the boundary between the Jewellery 
Quarter and the wider city centre. It’s a location 
that means whatever is built here will become  
a landmark, and so it’s important that we design 
a place with character and presence, and which 
signifies it as a gateway to the Jewellery Quarter.

A stepped approach
We have taken a stepped approach to the scale 
of our development. The southern parts of the 
site, facing towards Sand Pits and the city centre, 
lend themselves to being the tallest parts of the 
development. This is because height on this side 
will help create that sense of a gateway. They’ll 
also reflect the fact that many buildings on the 
boundary between the Jewellery Quarter and 
the city centre (along Parade and Great Charles 
Street, for example) are generally taller than 
those found elsewhere in the Quarter. And, while 
our site is in the Conservation Area, we also need 
to look across Sand Pits to the south, outside 
it, to ensure that the development establishes 
a positive relationship with buildings on the 
other side of the road, particularly the recently 
constructed 8-storey Regency Place.

Away from Sand Pits, our design gradually steps 
down in scale. At its northern ends, it drops 
down to heights that are consistent with the 
older, smaller buildings of the Jewellery Quarter.

We also want the development to respect some  
of the other characteristics typical of the Jewellery 
Quarter, such as a high density, a tight urban 
grain, and building up to the back of footpaths.

How this works in practice 
This image shows where our thinking has taken us, and how the scale  
of our proposed development is in keeping with other buildings in the area.  
It shows 7 to 8 storeys at the southern end of the site, stepping down to 5  
to 6 storeys, and then to 3 to 4 storeys where it meets the Jewellery Quarter.

By following these principles, our development would create a gateway 
location, while still respecting all that’s special about the Jewellery Quarter 
– and replace a set of buildings that do nothing to contribute to the 
Conservation Area.

Proposed scale zonal diagram

Diagram showing the relationship of the site with the wider city core 
area and how the Jewellery Quarter responds in scale to the city core 
within its fringe area
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1. 7-8 storeys
2. 5-6 storeys
3. 3-4 storeys



The buildings
We’ve designed the buildings using a mixture 
of Jewellery Quarter materials so that they help 
manage the transition from the city centre  
to the Quarter.

The buildings will be finished in a range of 
materials typically found in the city centre and the 
Jewellery Quarter, such as brickwork and terracotta 
(and, in certain parts of the development, green 
terracotta). These materials will help the new 
buildings sit comfortably in their surroundings, 
while making a positive contribution to the 
character of the Conservation Area.

With variety and interest in building type and 
materials, we believe that the look and feel 
of our proposed development will befit its 
gateway location. We aren’t looking to mimic old 
buildings, but design new ones that build on the 
character of the Jewellery Quarter in a forward-
looking and contemporary way.

The types of buildings that we are proposing.

‘Factory’ buildings that draw inspiration from the larger, purpose-built 
manufactories in the local area, in recognition of the historic manufacturing 
that took place on the site.

‘Edge’ buildings, those on the southern part of the site, whose scale and mass 
denote the transition between the city centre and the Jewellery Quarter.

‘JQ’ buildings that are smaller and reflect the scale of buildings  
in the inner parts of the Jewellery Quarter.

‘JQ’ buildings that are smaller and reflect the scale of buildings  
in the inner parts of the Jewellery Quarter.



Sustainability  
and wellbeing

We want all of our developments to be 
sustainable, able to adapt to climate change,  
and contribute to a reduction in carbon 
emissions – and we’ve worked hard to ensure 
that Neighbourhood can be all of those things.

◆  We’ve decided not to include any car parking. 
The shops and services in the city centre can 
be easily reached on foot, by bike, scooter or 
any other means beyond the car. There are bus 
stops very close by, and a range of train and 
Metro stations nearby. There will be no need to 
drive.

◆  Our landscaping will help clean the air by 
removing particulates and consuming carbon 
dioxide. It will also absorb more rain, reducing 
the amount of rainwater that runs off the site.

◆  Our plans include ‘blue roofs’, where rainwater 
will be collected and re-used.

◆  They also include air source heat pumps, which 
take heat from the air and use it to provide 
heating and hot water. That means that there’ll 
be no need for the use of gas in the apartments.

◆  We’ll carry out a detailed assessment of 
the energy consumption of, and emissions 
generated by, the development, and will submit 
the outcomes with the planning application. 
However, we anticipate that our proposals  
will substantially exceed the requirements  
of Building Regulations.

◆  Our overall site design is inclusive, with all 
areas fully accessible for those living with a 
physical disability. Pick-up and drop-off points, 
and a 24hr concierge, are some of the ways we 
will ensure that living at Neighbourhood works 
for everyone.

◆  Our high-quality outdoor public and private 
spaces, including the winter garden, mean that 
residents will have access to outdoor and to 
green spaces - good for general wellbeing and 
mental health.

◆  The same applies to the local community. 
Our public spaces are for everyone, providing 
valuable outdoor and green space in a location 
that lacks such spaces.

◆  We have designed Neighbourhood to be a 
sociable place. Sight lines, pleasant communal 
areas, formal and informal meeting spaces, the 
active programming of our garden, and smaller, 
independent coffee shops and restaurants, 
will all encourage social interaction and 
community-building.



What happens next?
As we bring together our vision, ideas and design 
principles, we think that Neighbourhood could 
look like these images: a transformational 
development for the Jewellery Quarter, that 
revitalises this location and establishes a new, 
attractive gateway to what is a very special area.

We’re at an important stage in the design of 
our proposals. We have developed draft designs, 
so that we can share them with the local 
community, but nothing has yet been finalised. 
So, now we’d like to hear your thoughts before we 
move towards refining and finalising our plans.

What are the timings?
We’ll take on board all comments that we receive 
and will look carefully over the next few weeks  
at how we can respond to your feedback. We hope 
to submit our planning application to the City 
Council in July, so this is your chance to help 
shape the proposals before then.

Once the planning application is submitted, 
you’ll also have the chance to send your thoughts 
on the proposals to Birmingham City Council.

We hope that the Council will grant planning 
permission to us. If they do, then our plan is  
to begin development in Spring 2023.

Have your say
Want to leave your feedback? Scan the  
QR code below to open our feedback portal.

Can’t scan?
Head to www.neighbourhoodJQ.com  
and follow the link.

Alternatively, you can complete a paper feedback 
form before you leave. Please speak to a member 
of the team here today who will be delighted  
to assist.



Jewellery Quarter
neighbourhoodjq.com


